Cement is the leading cause of occupational skin disease in the construction industry 1) , mostly due to contact allergy. Cement burns were previously reported, mostly 20 yr ago [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] . We report another case.
After 12 to 48 h, partial to full-thickness burns characterize the clinical picture 2) . It was identical in our patient. Our patient was aware of small irritation. After prolonged contact with cement aqua caustic burns were appeared. Fortunately, his lesions were healed without surgical excision or skin grafting, which is sometimes necessary.
In our case, occupational injury occurred because the patient has lacked proper knowledge about safe work with cement. The man worked as a concrete-lorry driver in a small-scale enterprise. Cleaning the tank did not belong to his duties. However, on one occasion, due to the lack of other labour, he voluntarily performed the cleaning himself. Unfortunately, he was not sufficiently trained in using safety equipment for this task and he did not use proper protective clothes. He went beyond his job description and consequently developed toxic dermatitis.
In the Czech Republic, before starting a new job each employee must be examined by a trained occupational physician. Depending on the work risk, the examination is repeated every 1, 3 or 5 yr. These examinations are paid for by the employer. Small-scale enterprises sometimes have problems with fulfilling the legal requirements for the control of occupational health and safety; however it was not the case this time.
To prevent similar injury, it is important to accept adequate safety use of work practices and use of personal protective equipment.
